


meaning of Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA, and Section 7(a)(2) does not in any event require the Forest Service to 

consult about forest plans themselves, so long as it otherwise fulfills its duty to insure that site-specific activities 

are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or adversely affect their critical habitat.” 

Similarly, the Obama Administration’s 2016 petition for writ of certiorari stated that the Cottonwood decision 

“has the potential to cripple the Forest Service and BLM’s land management functions and to impose 

substantial and unwarranted burdens on FWS and NMFS.” 

  

The proposed rule will allow land managers and wildlife biologists to follow the best-available science for 

consultation. It will remove an ambiguity in current regulations that have led to more lawsuits than conservation 

work. This rule is critical to improve the health of our nation’s forests, advance wildlife restoration projects, 

reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires, and support timber jobs. We respectfully urge you to maintain the 

position of the past two Democratic Administrations and finalize this rule.  

 
  

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

      

James E. Risch       Matthew Rosendale, Sr. 

United States Senator       Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ Steve Daines       /s/ Russ Fulcher 

Steve Daines        Russ Fulcher 

United States Senator       Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ John Barrasso, M.D.      /s/ Mike Simpson 

John Barrasso, M.D.       Mike Simpson 

United States Senator       Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ Mike Crapo       /s/ Yvette Herrell 

Mike Crapo        Yvette Herrell 

United States Senator       Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ Kevin Cramer       /s/ James R. Baird 

Kevin Cramer        James R. Baird 

United States Senator       Member of Congress  

 

 

/s/ Cynthia M. Lummis      /s/ Dan Newhouse 

Cynthia M. Lummis       Dan Newhouse 

United States Senator       Member of Congress 
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