@ongress of the Hnited States
Washington, B 20515

November 19, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden:

We appreciate your administration’s efforts, particularly those of Secretary Vilsack and
Ambassador Tai, to engage with the Mexican government on the topic of agricultural innovation
and trade. However, policies and processes remain in place in Mexico which are major obstacles
to U.S. agricultural exports, causing uncertainty and other disruptions in the agricultural supply
chain here in the United States. We strongly urge you to prioritize U.S. agricultural
biotechnology competitiveness as you engage with the Mexican government, and that your
administration use the enforcement tools provided to you in the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) to secure fair treatment for American agricultural producers and rural
communities.

As you know, USMCA contains state-of-the-art agricultural biotechnology and updated sanitary
and phytosanitary (SPS) provisions with enforceable commitments. The agreement, in both letter
and spirit, confirms the importance of encouraging agricultural innovation and facilitating trade
in this sector. Specifically, USMCA contains obligations to encourage the efficient processing of
biotechnology approvals and requires each Party to maintain transparent regulatory systems to
prevent disruptions to trade in agricultural biotechnology products. USMCA also established a
committee to facilitate regulatory consistency on current and emerging biotechnologies.

The U.S. is at the forefront of developing and deploying innovative plant biotechnologies, which
can reduce the need for water and increase drought tolerance; capture carbon and sequester it in
the soil; and make produce resistant to bruising and browning, decreasing food waste. With over
90 percent of corn, soybean, and cotton acres produced with biotechnology seeds, the U.S. is the
world’s largest producer of biotechnology crops, many of which are grown for export. This
includes export to Mexico, the U.S.’s third-largest agricultural trading partner, which imported
$18.3 billion in U.S. agricultural and related products in 2020. As a result, Mexican agricultural
biotechnology measures have a significant impact on our agricultural sector.

Recent actions by the Mexican government blatantly defy the biotechnology and SPS provisions
of the USMCA and stand to greatly disrupt U.S. agricultural exports and the rural communities
we represent. Since 2018, the Government of Mexico has brought biotechnology permit
approvals to a standstill, making Mexico’s regulatory system, which used to be largely
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approvals to a standstill, making Mexico’s regulatory system, which used to be largely
transparent and science-based, nonfunctional. The lack of a transparent, timely, and science-
based approval process by Mexico is unacceptable.

Compounding this uncertainty is Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador’s decree
announcing the intent to phase out certain agricuitural technologies, including the use of biotech
corn for human consumption, by 2024. This decree, which is not based on science, is particularly
concerning because it signals the potential rejection of currently pending permit approvals and
opens the door to revocation of existing biotech authorizations. Additionally, there is the very
real possibility this decree would impact com intended for animal feed, even if it is not directly
banned. We appreciate both Secretary Vilsack’s and Ambassador Tai’s focus on this issue.

Mexico’s failure to adhere to its commitments under USMCA to conduct science-based reviews
of pending biotech traits impedes U.S. producers’ ability to utilize innovative new technologies
that sustainably increase agricultural production to feed a growing world. The issuance of the
decree complicates this further and threatens the stability of agricultural supply chains, which
already face uncertainty, and jeopardizes our efforts to build a resilient food system, crucial to
our national security. We must hold Mexico accountable to its USMCA commitments,
otherwise, we risk access to one of the top, most reliable, export markets for U.S. agriculture.

Therefore, we ask that you seek assurances from President Lopez Obrador that he and the
Government of Mexico will abide by the biotechnology provisions laid out by the USMCA. If
that fails, we request that you use the enforcement tools made available to you under the
USMCA to hold Mexico accountable. Thank you again for your efforts on behalf of U.S.
agriculture and trade. Our rural communities depend on it.

Sincerely,
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Adrian Smith Jim Costa
Member of Congress Member of Congress
David Scott a o _ Glenn ‘GT’ Th-c-)rr-ipson
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Cheri Bustos Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress
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Victoria Spartz
Member of Congress

Jodey C. Arrington
Member of Congress
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Jeff Fortenberry
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress
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James R. Baird
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud
Member of Congress
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Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress
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Rodney Davis
Member of Congress

L el

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress
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Mike Bost
Member of Congress
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Jackie Walorski
Member of Congress
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A. Drew Ferguson, [V
Member of Congress

Cindy Axne
Member of Congress
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Eric A. ‘Rick’ Crawford Greg Pence
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Blaine Luetkemeydr Austin Scott -
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Randy Feenstra Donald J. Bacon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Doug LaMalfa Mariannette Miller-Meeks, M.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Ashley Hinson Dan Newhouse
Membe@(ﬁongress Member of Congress
JKnmy Panetta Billy Long
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Vicky Hartzler Sam Graves
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Larry Bucshon, M.D. Bobby L. Kush

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Steve Womack
Member of Congress
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Michelle Fischbach
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Kelly Armstrong
Member of Congress
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Jim Banks
Member of Congress
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Tracey Mann

Member of Congress
Angie Craig

Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress
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August Pfluger
Member of Congress
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Chris Jacobs
Member of Congress
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David Rouzer
Member of Congress

Barry Moore
Member of Congress
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Trey Hollingsworth
Member of Congress
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Kevin Hem
Member of Congress
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Anne Wagner
Member of Congress
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Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress
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David B. McKinley, P.E.
Member of Congress
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Carol D. Miller
Member of Congress
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Michael McCaul
Member of Congress
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Abighil D. Spanberger
Member of Congress

e ) M

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

/,/ZC%

Jason Smith
Member of Congress
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Ben Cline
Member of Congress
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Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Antonio Delgado
Member of Congress

Zéla Letlow %

Member of Congress
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Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress
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Lloyd Smucker
Member of Congress
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Kurt Schrader
Member of Congress
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John Moolenaar
Member of Congress
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Ron Kind
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

S o\

Chris Stewart
Member of Congress
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Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress
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David G. Valadao
Member of Congress
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Tom O’Halleran
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Tom Emmer
Member of Congress
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Russ Fulcher
Member of Congress



